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ATR forecasts revenue of US$1 billion
By Rosemarie John in Langkawi

Avions de Transport Regional
(ATR) has forecasts revenue of
around US$1 billion for 2007, following two successive years of 30% increase in turnover with its strong
geographical markets in Europe followed by Asia.
Asia is an impressive growth market with customers in India, Malaysia,
the Philippines, Taiwan and Indonesia.
India leads the pack with four airlines
operating about 100 ATR aircraft.
Currently, ATR has 30 customers
in the Asia Pacific region. There is a
backlog order of 180 aircraft for the
-500 series which is the highest since
the programme was launched in the
1980s.
ATR chief executive officer
Stéphane Mayer said in an interview
that the company plans to step on
production to deliver more than 60
aircraft this year compared to 44 last
year.
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The -600 series was launched in
October. The company decided to
launch the aircraft before securing a
customer with the aim of providing
potential customers with the specifications and operating capability of the
aircraft.
At press time ATR had yet to secure a customer.
Mayer noted that ATR has made
several proposals to two customers,
one of whom is in the Asia Pacific.
The worldwide forecast for turboprops in the next 10 years including replacements for older aircraft and
the entry of new airlines is 1400 aircraft with 30% from the Asia Pacific
market.
Mayer said this provides a solid
basis for ATR to continue its investment in enhancing and developing a
successful product.
Mayer pointed out that the -600
series allows the company to better
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address the market and the
company’s strategy is to capture 55%
to 60% market share.
The -600 series is specially designed for areas needing aircraft that
are certified for all weather operations like North America, Northern
Europe and certain parts of Asia.
ATR has planned the first delivery for the -600 series to be in 2010
as the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) and European Aviation Safety
Agency (EASA) certifications are expected to be around that time.
The aircraft will have a maximum

cruising altitude of 25000ft with a
cabin altitude pressure of 5700ft. The
new ATR 42-600 and ATR 72-600 will
have an increase of 300kgs on the
Maximum Take-Off Weight to
18,600kg and 22,800 kg respectively.
It will also feature the latest technological enhancements like the Thales
avionics suit and the new Pratt and
Whitney 127M engine, delivering
more thermodynamic power for the
latter aircraft in particular.
The avionics suit will enable the
aircraft to carry out required navigation performance (RNP) approaches
to the 0.3 standard and it will have
an autopilot that can deliver a Category 3A decision height of 50ft.
According to Thales, the fully integrated suit comprises of five large
LCD displays with an optional vertical display, and the cockpit will be
paperless. Pilots will be able to call
digital approach plates up to the navigation display and the aircraft realtime position on the chart will be displayed.
Flight Global stated that the contract between Thales and ATR is
worth approximately US$400 million
over 10 to 12 years, given that fuel

prices and a drive for the economy
in the regional aircraft marketplace
have led to resurgence in demand for
turboprops.
Mayer said ATR chose Thales because of their capability to deliver the
latest technologies, combined with
their ability to customize their offering to meet ATR requirements.
ATR -500 series simulators are
produced by Thales, CAE and
Mechtronics. The decision for the 600 simulator producer will be made
over the next two years.
Mayer said ATR tries its best to be
close to its customers in terms of
simulator training.Apart from the main
centre in Toulouse, the company has
set up simulator training facilities in
Houston; Bangalore, and Bangkok.
There is a possibility that training
facilities will be set up in Brazil and
New Zealand.
The company’s approved MRO
providers are Bangkok Airways and
TransAsia Airways in Taiwan and Malaysia Airlines soon.
The future plan is to increase production and deliver 80 aircraft per
year. No timeframe has been set for
this.
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